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FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN

Vital. When something is “vital,” it is extremely important. In healthcare,
doctors and nurses pay careful attention to vital signs. Indeed, such vital signs give an
evaluation of overall health and wellbeing. Recently the United Methodist Church has
been researching how to evaluate and improve the overall health and wellbeing of
churches. Like all denominations, there has been a decline in attendance and member-
ship in the United Methodist Church. Because this decline is observed in all Christian
denominations, it is not merely that people are choosing other places to worship, but
that people in our society no longer see faith or worship as a vital part of their lives.
Something has happened to how churches function, indeed to the very meaning of
church, such that those who attend church are no longer having an impact on the world
around them. Not all churches are failing to have an impact; some churches are thriving
both in terms of nurturing their members and reaching out to others. These churches
share certain characteristics and provide a model for vital congregations.

The mission of the United Methodist Church is
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world
(Matthew 28:18---20 The Great Commission)
Disciple-making and world transformation
occurs through vital congregations
Vital congregations are Spirit--filled, forward--leaning communities
of believers that welcome all people (Galatians 3:28), make disciples of
Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18 -20), and serve like Christ through justice and mercy minis-
tries (Micah 6:8; Luke 4:17-21)
A vital congregation has
Inviting and inspiring worship
Engaged disciples in mission and outreach
Gifted, equipped and empowered lay leadership
Effective, equipped and inspired clergy leadership
Small groups and strong children’s programs and youth ministry
A disciple is a changed follower of Jesus
Matthew 22:36-40 --- The Great Commandment
Disciples worship
Disciples make new disciples
Disciples engage in growing their faith
Disciples engage in mission
Disciples give to mission

As we start this New Year, we have an excellent opportunity to reflect on who
we are as disciples and on Alcovy as a vital congregation. I invite you to join me in
giving this prayerful consideration and wide-ranging discussion.

Your servant in Christ,  7ecesn

COMING EVENTS IN
JANUARY:

-

Choir practices at 6:00 PM
on Wednesdays

District Training event on
Sunday, Jan. 8th from 2-5
PM at Norcross First UMC

No Priceless Antiques

meeting this month

Men’s Fellowship dinner on
Wednesday, Jan. I1th at
7:00 PM at Stalvey’s

PPR meeting on Wednes-
day, Jan. 11th at 7:00 PM

in the sanctuary

Ladies” Morning Out meets
for breakfast on Tuesday,
Jan. 17th at 9:00 AM at
Buckeye’s in Jersey
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CELEBRATING OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Our children have been busy lately! They made a trip to Benton House to de-
liver an Advent goodie bag to Rev. Cecil Dudley so that he would have a small gift to
open each day leading to Christmas. The children also had a fun lock-in on New Year’s
Eve that included games, movies, snacks, and silliness as they camped out in the Fellow-
ship Hall. They also rang in the New Year with a midnight worship service in the sanc-
tuary. In the morning , they had cereal for breakfast, dressed in their church clothes
and were the very first ones at Sunday School and church this year! A great start!

Best of all, these experiences not only shape the faith of the children at Alcovy;
others are blessed as well. Cecil’s gifts witness to the importance of God’s love and
church family to staff and residents at Benton House who hear the story. The lock-in
included two friends as guests. One child’s family is looking for a church home, and the
parents came to worship on Sunday. The other child had no memory of ever being at
church before and was so excited to have finally been able to attend church. “And I've
been to Sunday School!” she exclaimed with delight. What blessings abound when we
reach out in the name of Jesus Christ!

HELPING THE PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The Pastor Parish Relations (PPR) committee needs to hear from you—- every
member and regular attender of Alcovy UMC. It is time for them to fill out the annual
form indicating the congregation’s preference in terms of pastoral leadership for next
year (June to June). The choices on the form are as follows:

1) It is absolutely critical that our pastor return [reasons required], or

2) We request that our pastor return for another year and do not feel the need
to meet with the District Superintendent, or

3) We have concerns about our pastoral leadership and and desire to talk with
our Superintendent.

Please share your opinion with any of the members of the PPR prior to their
meeting on January 11th. Committee members may simply voice their own opinion,
but the goal is for them to represent everyone worshipping at Alcovy, so they need to
hear from you. As of January Ist, the members of this committee include: Sheryl Chris-
tian (chairperson), Arlin Hodges, Dewey Hamby, Helen Jo Schneider, Robin Maughon,
Cindy Maughon, and Jennifer Martin. If you have any questions, please speak to either
Sheryl Christian or Pastor Teresa.

If you are curious about the appointment process through which pastors are as-
signed to United Methodist churches, please ask any of the pastors who attend Alcovy
(Teresa, Danny, Cecil). There are some booklets available if you prefer to read about it.
You may also wish to watch a short video recorded online by Bishop Watson explaining
at www.ngumc.org/videos/detail /168 If you would like to watch the video but do
not have internet access, there is a DVD of this 16-minute video that you can watch.

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT ALCOVY’'S WEB SITE LATELY???

SEE ALL THE LATEST PHOTOS AND READ THE UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONAL ONLINE AT
WWW.ALCOVYUMC.COM
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DISTRICT TRAINING ON JANUARY 8TH

Are you on a committee and uncertain of what your role is? Are you curious about how the com-
mittees work and how to get involved? District training can be a good way to learn more. The training
event will include a short worship service followed by two workshop sessions. (Note: PPR and Trustees
are extended workshops and will last through both sessions.) A group will carpool from Alcovy to at-

tend. Can you come with us to help Alcovy have a representative at each of the following workshops?

Pastor Parish Relations Committee led by our District Superintendent, Rev. Sharma Lewis

Trustees led by Atlanta-Emory District Superintendent, Dana Everhart

Finance - an overview of finance, internal controls and tax topics for the local church, and
also includes a brief discussion on apportionments. This workshop is primarily for church ad-
ministration personnel, Finance Committee members and Treasurers, but all are welcome.

Becoming an Evangelizing Church - Rev. Dr. John Beyers (Denman Recipient) Concrete
strategies for creating a plan for greeting, recognizing, following-up and connecting them with
Jesus Christ and mission and ministry of the church

Vital Congregations - This workshop will explain why we are engaging in the Vital Congrega-
tions Initiative, the Vital Congregations process, and how local congregations can engage in
this ministry opportunity.

Lay Leader "Training" - Margaret Wimberly provides information on the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the Lay Leader, especially those who are newly elected

Education - Rev. Dr. Bob Winstead will cover how to make your Sunday School and other
education programs the best they can be! Topics include planning, teacher training, budgeting,
curriculum, and more.

There are another seven workshops available as well. These include: Prayer, General
Conference information, Caring Ministri
United Methodist Foundation, and refugee resettlement (RRISA). What interests you??

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

¢ Second Sunday Soup and Salad is cancelled for January...
....due to a time conflict with the District Training event.

¢ An anniversary to celebrate...
Our pianist, Sherry Waters, first came to play for us one year ago this month. She and her hus-

band Travis, who sings solos and in the choir, have blessed us in so many ways. Praise God!

¢ A “Thank You” from Pastor Teresa
My family and I would like to thank everyone at Alcovy for the generous Christmas gift that you

presented to me. It will be carefully put to good and prayerful use. But even more priceless and precious
than this gift, I want to thank you all for your generosity of spirit— I am grateful for the friendships,
the caring, and especially the prayers. I am thankful that you care enough to give me words of encourage-
ment and words of caution or correction as both are vitally needed for my growth as a pastor. My family
and I feel very blessed to be part of the Alcovy United Methodist Church family. I thank you,, and I
thank God for you.

es
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MISSION AND EVANGELISM— A NEW START

2010 was a great year to rejoice over Alcovy’s deep roots as a community of faith. We had a wonderful
time celebrating Alcovy’s 125th anniversary with a special Homecoming attended by 125 people, including seven
pastors from Alcovy. Such strong roots provide a strong anchor and rich nourishment for new growth and for
branching out in new directions.

2011 will see new growth in branching out to others in the name of Jesus Christ. Both mission and evan-
gelism share an emphasis of reaching out beyond the walls of the church. “Inside the walls” is the safe nest where we
can be fed and grows; it is a place for nurture and learning. It is where we worship and fellowship together as the
Body of Christ. But just as Jesus did not remain in the Temple or synagogues waiting for others to come to Him,
we cannot remain inside the church waiting for others to come to us. We need to go out beyond the walls to seek
and serve others in His name.

While mission and evangelism have always been a part of Alcovy, now is a good time to look at both with
new eyes. What is God calling Alcovy to do and /or to become at this point in time? How has God shaped the
church and the community around it for such a time as this? Who is God calling you to be in terms of reaching out
to others?

The first step is to learn more. Arlin Hodge (mission) and Lil McDaniel (evangelism) have agreed to lead
us in starting new teams to explore ways in which Alcovy might branch out in new directions. The new evangelism
and mission teams are open to anyone and everyone who wishes to be involved. You do not need to be nominated,
elected, or even be a member of Alcovy UMC to participate. You may join (or withdraw) from these teams simply
by contacting Arlin, Lil, or Pastor Teresa.

Our first meeting will focus on information and organization with the goal of getting both teams started.
Watch for the first meetings to be held the last week in January. All are welcome.



